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<> This article is an extract from a M t f A h'
~ February, 1955 fM the Gradu Sch i er o. r~ t eslS done .~Y .~e author

'. material was edited and ret'wed f~~ PUbIkatio~nb;.er:~Y °fartcf Phi
b
liPRPJn~ The .'

I It has been found that in . f . e so.,t c evtew. ' .
especially for girls in the year l~t~: th~ Chinese rboo against intermarriage
Chinese girls and'Filipino bo}'ll solemniZ:' in erMa':ili: nrcn marri~~ between
author by Mr .RobertO Sarreal f h A . S WlI8 rev"",ed to the
of the Philippines Extension D' ~. t C h te?eo 1jaduate S~?OJ and the University
sol~nize~ in Manila in 1952~slon w 0 18 ma ng a statuacal study of marriages

..~~:E[j:~"u ,?e~ ofHen17' '~.Chinese ConunUDity in the Philippines,
IJ esIB, mv~ty .the P!WiPPJnes, 1952, p. 31.

'1'. 582.
PurceU, Victor. The Chinese In SoutheQJt Asia, London, Oxford Press, 1950,

4 Weightman, op. cil., p, 34.
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THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF THIRTY CHINESE-
_ . FILIPINO MARRIAGES IS:

By BELEN TAN.CATUE

Sigitilicance of the Study

. .Though much has been written m regard to the Chinese the
~~~~;:~itp~'eryf Iitt!f emphasis .has been placed on the anal;~~s 'of:

. . mo ann res In parbcular. Furthermore there. h b
~[: ht~actualJiel~ study <?n Chi?ese-FilipinQ'int;rmarriages~s ;~~~.

pre. nary, mqwry .was made WIth ·the·· hope that it.would· ".
othc;rs 'to make more intensive investigations. and ' delve dee ' . 1I1sPlIi
subject of Chinese-Filipino intermarriage. . . per rnto t e
Scope and I.imitations· ',''_.

. Th~s~iudYis confi~ed .'to· thirty chin~se-Fi1ipjno families reiidi""
m Maml~. and the suburbs. .Since. it is 'an ex Iorator . ng:

". attempt IS .rnade to establish generalizations. ,P ry case. study,«, n.~ ..

.: Therz: ~oes notincl.ude families where. the husbands are Fili­
plDOS an. the WIves .are Chinese. . Though 'such ·~f·am·l· .. 1 th .... ,..ar . f . d diffic I . '.' 1 les exist ., ev'e ew, a~ ,'. 1 lCU t 'to locate. Thus the 'authorcQnfiited th' .,. , .;
only to families where th h b d Chi . e sa."I1p c
Filipinos. eus an s are meseand the wives are

Historical Background

Lon!l' before the first .Eumpeans came to the Philippines. the Chinese
to' ~r:~eC~?cd on coz:n:lle~'cJaJ relations with the Filipinos. This Chines~
1f-=-=-~ I' . th the Plu!lppmes developed largely as a result of Chi t
'f: ndies vessels dropping . Philinni o. Ina 0
,~ , .' Manila Ba: 0 ill at U ppme tradmu porn like Lin~aye.n me

1
~·~""~ > - Y area,.northem Mindanao Sulu ~nod "fI'ndor 2 T'h ; .. -,'. 'ti 'd h "u l~ o. ere IS no
" i~SI. ve .~I e~e, ow~ver, o~ .Chinese settlement in the lslands during'

, 15 pen. e relatIon between the two countries seems to be purel
· . 'comrn~al except for a b . f 'ad'of r . y
· . d th M' D ne .pen po Ibcal relations starting 1'W5""
· " ~~ er e ..mg. y~asty ~hen China exercised some sort of suzeraintv· .
. =c_. 'F'" er the Phlhppmes. ThIS was ended with the death of the M' E".i peror Yung 1.0 in 1434.4 . .• mg m-
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from tA~~QinQQl;'th1cidcrn medical science. and rhrn discussing the }f
question of bringing the alleged benefits of modern medicine to these k·n.­peopic. As the article indicates, such action is truly a matter of culture~.
change rather then merely alleviating poverty, since the existing ,free . 1;",
clini~ are not used by the people. Yet. on thr- other hand, the residents ".~: ""-'-jl.4.~~·
of Barrio Bonifacio will gladly pay money to the traditional herbalists '.'

r'. ~.e..and massagers whose success is extremely uncertain. . I'
i • " '. '. Questions of this type are receiving much more tonsideration in recent·· ..,. r' t: fl-

'.': .years. One of the greatest forces causing this mounting concern are the' if

. -current strenuous efforts made by the so-called underdeveloped areas in . ]'
, .. the world to avail themselves of the techniques and results of modern science.'. ' .

. , . .',:In addition, the rapid growth of international organizations to aid in these' ' ..
" .., .' '.';:' programs. of ~ch.:.ange'.. $.uc.~. as the.. \VH?,. have .accentuat.ed.the situa.~on. . ' '

"; ~:'Recent1y;a popular Vel'SJOD of a technical manual of, the UNESqO .was.. , .
, ~.U.~..blished tha.. td~ With. thisvery subject. (Cult.u1'l' Patte.rnsan.d T(;Ch-.:>.<..·..~.'L. .

. meal C/lange; edited by 'Margaret Mead, Mentor Books, The New Amer~, .' '1 '
\~,~>.."~.,~.~gan ~i~raCy ofWo:ld Literature, ~c: New York:. N.y., June,., 1955)_,.:~;~;.::· ';f~~'-,

, ';'1;0. this.:.work ia ,rtlU~btud,: of cases sllml~r to the situation described ',!:?y, . ~.
. ..MisS Junenez ~arecIted. and analyzed WIth the hope that the .materials 'Ji!

. ',.:,,\'4Uhelp ·.other. workers in such circumstances to accomplish th.ei(·'aiiQS, . '
" . ' .. ·f. . : With greater .ease.. ... . .' ,~.

._. .; ':.,),~·\;'9eorge -Weigh~an pres(m~s,acaref~J stud),'o(two il~stanc~ i~~:oiVinii,.;.~~~i·. ~
,:', ':c:u!tural icha,nge' and social adjustment 111 regard to-Chinesejmmigrants.' ~:~::"

~7_ .-=,"~.~. ~:;7..: ~The'background. of .the -different 'situations are described as well .as the- .-r: -: ~ ":',
. 'later experiences and subsequent modes of adjustment, thus providing

a well-rounded view of the processes. Studies of this type must necessarily.
. ': , . follow initial case study investigations of the sort represented by the article.".

of Belen Tan-Gatue. Hence the amount of comparative studies which
can be done in the Philippine setting will be severely limited until the -.

. pioneering field investigations are 'well underway, A~ is true in many . '.
other fields; so it also seems to apply in sociology that the hardest job .;..::,
is the beginning; after. that work . seems .to f4jlll into a 'pa~tern ~\·vhich . "is' .',
easie?toearry on. Therefore this:' article of George Weightman, repie:. J "

~. ·~ents .the type of' analysis toward which' Philippine SoCiology isairning. '.'
c":'."'.': As one may observe, the majority' ofthe~ artiCles Show a Close .relatiop-

:ship to:other fields of inquiry,. including. both physical and··social sciences'.
. ",' , .. '~ the awareness of the importance of studies in the 'field of cultural

~. '::'change and social adjustment increases, the realization of the',need (or" ,~' .
inter-disciplinary cooperation and research should correspondingly rise. .
Such a development could be most beneficial to both the individ'ualre-

. 'searchers and the advancement of knowledge, particularly in the" Philip- .
pines where much of the traditional departmentalism 'still prevails.. .'


